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PREFACE 
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While reading a copy of the [Illustrated Weekly of India, 
some of the members of the Shri Guru Nanak Singh Sabha 
of Sindri found an article entitled ‘“‘The Golden Lotus of 
Amritsar’? which presented the true history of Shri Hari- 
mandir Sahib and explained in detail the value of individual] 
human beings and the concept of brotherhood in Sikhism. In 
addition to factual information, the article was illustrated by | 
lovely colour photographs of the Golden Temple. 


The author’s name indicated that she was a foreigner so 
the article was carefully studied with curiosity and from a 
critical viewpoint. But it was found to be complete and 
accurate in all respects and beyond criticism. It was, there- ; 
fore, considered to be a true representation of facts from the ) 
studied, unbiased view of a foreigner and deserving of wide 
circulation for the cultural benefit of the nation. 


a 


The members of the Shri Guru Nanak Singh Sabha 
conveyed their appreciation of the article to the Editor of the 
Illustrated Weekly who put them in direct contact with the 
author, Madame Marguerite Allen, an American lady married to 
Capt. R.S. Randhawa. We found that the author had made a 
study of Sikhism and was the Editor-in-Chief of The Sikh 
Review. In writing about the Harimandir she had consulted 
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many authorities and Prof. Kirpal Singh, head of the 
Sikh History Research Department, Khalsa College, Amritsar, 
had verified all the historica] data. 


We asked the author’s permission to reproduce the article 
in booklet form and she very kindly agreed. We are most 
thankful to Madame Marguerite Allen for giving us permission 
to publish the article and for giving her full assistance and 
guidance in printing this booklet. We hope it will help 
others to a better understanding of our faith. 


LOCHAN SINGH, President 
SUKH DEV SINGH DHALIWAL, Secretary 


Shri Guru Nanak Singh Sabha 
Sindri | 
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THE GOLDEN LOTUS 
OF 
AMRITSAR 


Lh the olden days it was the habit of 
spiritual men to stop in their wanderings for rest 
and meditation in cool, quiet places, preferably 
in an isolated spot near a stream or lake. Thus 
it was that Guru Nanak, founder of the Sikh 
religion, and his faithful disciple and musician 
Mardana once halted by a natural pond in the 
midst of a forest in the Punjab. 
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Later to be known as Amritsar or Waters of 
Lite, this secluded spot afforded great peace and 
contentment to the Guru and he stayed there for 
some time. Although he was on a busy missionary 
tour, he delayed his work long enough to enjoy 
the crystal clear waters and to commune with 
God in the midst of the quiet forest. | 

Because Guru Nanak had been so fond of 
this spot, it naturally took on a hallowed signifi- 
cance to his disciples and followers. Some say 
that the second Guru visualized a city at the spot 
Nanak had visited but since he was unable to 
~ accomplish his dream it was the fourth Guru, Guru 
Ram Das, who made that dream a reality. 

According to the Imperial Gazetteer, it is said 
that Guru Ram Das paid Rs. 700/- Akbari to the 
villagers of Tung to acquire 500 bighas of land on 
which to build modern Amritsar. But tradition has 
it that Emperor Akbar visited Guru Amar Das 
and received so much spiritual satisfaction that he 
gave the Guru the land to build the city on. At 
any rate, Guru Ram Das established his residence 
in the area where Guru Nanak first halted and in 
1577 the city was founded with the construction of 
the tank which was to be called Amritsar. The 
construction was entrusted to the famous Sikh 
saint, Baba Budha. 
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To supervise the work on the pool, Baba 
Budha used to sit under the huge jajuba 
tree which still stands on the north side of the 
tank and to the right of the main entrance gate. 
Now known as Baba Budhaji’s Ber, the tree still 
bears fruit and is familiar in Sikh history as the 
place where Guru Arjan used to go in disguise at 
night and minister to the tired pilgrims who 
sought rest there. 


Another famous tree is the Gurdwara Ilachi 
Ber which still stands to the right of the gate 
leading to the bridge to the Golden Temple. It is 
just in front of the storehouse where the gold and 
silver palaquins for the ceremonial transport of 
the holy Granth are kept. Guru Arjan used to sit 
in the shade of this tree to watch the work on the 
construction of the Golden Temple. 


Due to the fame and beauty of this pool of 
water, the city itself was called Amritsar after the 
tank and each of the Gurus who lived there 
encouraged his followers to settle in Amritsar. Thus 
the city developed into a leading commercial centre. 


Although Guru Ram Das did so much for 
the city, it was the task of the fifth Guru, Guru 
Arjan, to crystalize the spiritual aspect of the 
religion and its metropolis. He not only compiled 
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the Guru Granth Sahib, the holy book of the Sikhs, 
but he also started the construction of the Golden 
Temple which was to be the religious centre of the 
Sikh nation. 


Sikhism, as established by Guru Nanak, not 
only offered many new spiritual aspects to its 
: followers but also formed something of a synthesis 
| of the then warring religions—Hinduism and 
Islam. Guru Nanak’s creed was the one-ness of 
God and the brotherhood of man. His famous 
ery was, “There is no Hindu, no Mussalman,”’ and 
under this banner he sought to emancipate women, 
free men from the scourge of caste and bring 
people of all faiths together under the fatherhood 

of God. 


Blind ritualism had smothered the essence of 

religion and the preparation and eating of food 

had become the ultimate in ritualism. So Guru 

Nanak, to hit at the heart of artificiality, estab- 
lished a free kitchen and decreed that all who  ¢ 
came to him must first sit side by side with other | 

pilgrims and eat food prepared by devotees. Thus 

it was that, before even approaching the Guru, 

each man had to shed his ritualistic beliefs by 

sitting by the side of women and men of other 

castes, by eating food prepared by people unknown 
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to him and cooked without ritualism. In this way 
the Guru hoped to abolish superficialities and 
show people that under the ritualism lay an 
inner sameness. 

When Emperor Akbar visited Guru Amar 
Das at Goindwal he wanted the rule of eating to 
be set aside but the Guru refused to make excep- 
tions and insisted that the great Akbar sit alongside 
the other devotees and eat the same humble food 
prepared by those who came and worshipped 
through service. 

Thus Sikhism opened its doors to all and gave 
men simple, basic beliefs which all could follow. 

The Golden Temple was designed as a symbol 


_ of such a faith and, to demonstrate its universality, 


Guru Arjan asked his dear Muslim friend, Mian Mir, 
to lay the foundation stone. 

A marble synthesis of the arts and cultures that 
had passed through the Punjab, the Harimandir, 
as the temple was originally called, grew out of the 
waters and floated like a lotus on the crysta! pool. 
Connected to the shores by a single bridge, 
its surrounding water bordered by a wide walk, 
this temple was accessible to men and women of 
all faiths, castes and nationalities. 

Where Indian places of worship normally had 


one door opened toward the direction of that 
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faith’s conception of God’s abode, the Golden 
Temple was built with four doors opening to the 
cardinal points to prove that God is everywhere 
at all times. Where Hindu temples were open 
only to those of chosen castes, the Golden Temple 
opened its doors to all who would seek God. 
Where Muslim mosques were open only to men, the 
Golden Temple received women, giving them dignity 
and equality with men and making them personally 
responsible to God. Where Hindu temples 
enshrined idols, no physical manifestation of God 
found a place in the Golden Temple. It was only 
when the sacred book was complete that it was 
placed in the inner sanctuary. 


Thus the establishment of the Golden Temple was 
a revolutionary step in Indian history. It was an 
architectural manifestation of the Gurus’ teachings 
that all men and women of all castes and beliefs 
were equal and dignified in the eyes of God. It 
echoed their creed that God the Father was one 
and all creatures were His children. 


When the Golden Temple was completed it 
became the Vatican of Sikhism. Devotees poured 
into this sacred city and it became not only a 
religious centre but the hub and capital of the Sikh 
Empire which was to develop. 


6 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh JieLibrary ~ NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


But the harmony that reigned between the 
Muslim rulers and the early Gurus was not to last 
long. While Muslim emperors bowed their heads 
to the feet of the first Gurus, their sons were 
to demand the Gurus’ heads to satiate the thirst 
of their swords. The temporal strength of Sikhism 
and its conversion of so many Muslims was 
intolerable to the Mughal rulers who were trying 
to lead all Indians to the path of Islam. So 
it was soon military rather than spiritual bliss 
they sought at the gates of the sacred city. 


Wars were waged between the Sikhs and the 
Mughals and time after time the Sikhs were driven 
from their holy temple. Many times the temple 
was destroyed and the tank was filled up in an 
effort to destroy the water which the Sikhs believed 
offered eternal life. 


Although the Sikhs were driven from their 
holy city and forced to live in the jungles as 
hunted men with prices on their heads, nothing 
could dim their determination to liberate the 
Golden Temple and return to Amritsar. As often 
as the Mughals and Afghans destroyed it, the Sikhs 
recouped their forces and rebuilt it. Even when 
the Mughals were in full control, the Sikhs’ 
desire to bathe in the sacred tank was so over- 
whelming that in the face of sure death they 


a 


B Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh JieLibrary ~ NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


would rush from the jungle, dive into the water 
and then return to their hideouts. 


Many stories of heroism and courage are 
interwoven in the art and plaster and bricks of the 
Golden Temple but one of the most popular tells | 
of the bravery of Mehtab Singh and Sukha Singh. | 


At that time, after the invasion by Nadir 
Shah in 1739, a local Muslim official, Massa 
Ranghar, used the holy precincts for a stable and 
used the innermost sanctuary as a nautch house 
where he used to go to be entertained by the 
singing and dancing of public women. 


The two famous warriors, Mehtab Singh and 
Sukha Singh, had found refuge in Jaipur but the 
stories of Massa Ranghar’s desecration of the temple - 
reached them and with full fury they set out on 
horseback for the Punjab. Dressed and disguised 
as Muslims, they pretended to enter Amritsar 
to pay land revenue to the Muslim official. They 
carried with them mud disks moulded to look ! 
like coins. 
Tying their horses to the Gurdwara I[lachi | 
Ber, they walked together with their ‘payment’ to 
the temple. While Sukha Singh stood guard at 
the entrance, Mehtab Singh entered to pay his 
revenue to the Ranghar. In the course of the 
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ceremony, Mehtab Singh fell on the official and, 
with a lightning blow, cut off his head. Before 
Massa Ranghar’s companions could recover, the 
two heroes had escaped. 


Another famous tale relates to Baba Dip Singh. 
It was in 1757 that this warrior heard of renewed 
desecrations by the occupying rulers and formed an 
army to march to the Golden Temple and avenge 
the insults. They encountered the Afghan forces 
about eight miles from Amritsar. A_ horrible 
battle insued with the determined Sikhs cutting 
their way through the Muslim hordes, fighting inch 
by inch to gain the sacred city. Baba Dip Singh 
fought at their head and kept their hopes high 
by shouting his determination to reach the 
Golden Temple. 


They were still four miles from the city when 
an enemy sword slashed Baba Dip Singh’s neck. 
He staggered from the mortal blow but as he was 
about to succumb his comrade-in-arms reminded 
him of his vow to reach the Golden Temple. 


Spurred by these words, he at once got to his 
feet and, his left hand clutching and holding in 
place his almost severed head, he used the sword 
in his right hand to mow a path through the 
enemy’s army straight to the southern entrance of 
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the temple. With a final look at the sacred shrine, 
his vow fulfilled, he moved his hand and let his 
head fall, meeting death on the hallowed —_— 
he so dearly loved. 


Baba Dip Singh’s body was cremated near 
the spot where he fell and now a mausoleum called 
Gurdwara Shahid Bunga Baba Dip Singh stands | 
there in his memory. In front of the mausoleum 
is a painting of this hero. It shows him carrying 
his head in his outstretched left hand as he fights 
his way to Amritsar. 


More faithful to history than the painting is Of 
the two-edged sword or khanda with which he 
fought his way to the temple. It is now one of 
the most precious treasures in the Akal Takht. 


Just as it took many bricks to enclose the 
sacred precincts, it took many such heroes to— 
cement the foundations of Sikhism. Lach stone, 
each bit of marble has a tale to tell—-of heroism, of 
martyrdom, of miracles. 
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Sikhism having taken on a temporal aspect, 
Guru Hargobind, the famous warrior son of Guru 


Almighty, a building facing the entrance to the 
Golden Temple bridge. It became the seat of 


Arjan, built the Akal Takht or Throne of the 
religious suzerainty and it was from this seat that 
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treaties were made, orders issued, resolutions 
passed and rules set forth for the Sikhs to follow. 


The Akal Takht is also a religious centre and 
from this place services are conducted and religious 
discussions and lectures are held. But aside from 
the religious aspect, all matters relating to the 
community are freely discussed there. 


The Akal Takht also houses two of Guru 
Gobind Singh’s famous gold-tipped arrows. When 
Guru Gobind Singh fought, he had a tola of gold 
worked into a ring around the shaft of the arrow 
just above the tip. Thus if he killed a man, the 
gold was to help his widow and children; if the 
man was only wounded, the gold paid for his 
medicines and convalescence. 


Sikh rule reached its zenith during the reign 
of Maharaja Ranjit Singh from 1798 to 1837. He 
was able to quell the enemy and bring peace and 
prosperity once again to the sacred city. Besides 
being a just ruler, outstanding warrior and 
renowned leader, he was also a very devout Sikh. 

It was he who encrusted the Golden Temple, 
the Akal Takht, the Baba Attal Mansion and the 
surdwara at Tarn Taran with gold. Apparently 
not satisfied with the magnificent inlaid marble 
work and the exceptionally beautiful paintings— 
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truly indicative of the best in Indian art—on the 
temple itself, he left only the lower story of the 
Golden Temple unsheathed and the rest of it he 
wrapped in a plate of gold. The four sets of 
gold doors he erected at the entrances are used i 
now only for ceremonial occasions and are normally 
replaced by solid silver ones. 


The temple treasury is also full of proof of 
this great man’s religious zeal. On one occasion 
the Nizam of Hyderabad sent a request for soldiers 
to guard his harem. Maharaja Ranjit Singh 
immediately sent the Nizam 1200 picked Sikh 

guards. Their behaviour and the Maharaja’s 
generosity so impressed the Nizam that he sent a 
gorgeous canopy as a token of his appreciation. 
Embroidered solidly in gold and silver threads and 
completely encrusted with precious jewels, the 
thing was an unsurpassed work of art. 


’ 
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The canopy was unpacked and spread over 
the Maharaja’s throne but when he started to sit f 
down he suddenly ducked out from under the 
canopy and, examining its workmanship and 
beautiful stones, declared that it was too good for 
him but should be placed in the Golden Temple. . : 


It has now greatly deteriorated and it is said 
that every time it was taken out for use several 


12 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh JieLibrary = ~ NamdhariElibrary@gmail.cOM jane 


thousand rupees worth of stones dropped away. 
Now, in order to preserve it, it is kept in a glass 
case but in the troughs made by its folds are piles 
of precious stones which have escaped the fetters 
of the threads of gold and silver. 


Maharaja Ranjit Singh, reasoning that since 
a temporal ruler must have an umbrella of state, 
decided that so must the Guru Granth Sahib, the 
sacred book of the Sikhs. So he had an umbrella 
made from 20 Ibs. of pure gold. On the top 
perches a delicately graceful peacock, its neck 
fashioned from the bluest of sapphires and in its 
beak it clutches a tiny string of pearls. 

Others have also contributed to this great 
treasure. When Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s grand- 
son. Prince Nau Nihal Singh was to be married, 
a gold headband hung with a veil of 84 strings of 
pearls was brought to him. But when he saw it, 
he said that such a thing should decorate the 
house of God, not himself. So the marriage veil 
was taken to the temple treasury. 

Another famous donor was Maharaja Sher 
Singh. He once had a rosary containing 108 very 
large pearls. He always used this rosary in saying 
his prayers. Once he visited the Golden Temple 
where it was a custom for all worshippers to make 
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an offering. When he arrived he found his 
treasurer had lagged behind. Having nothing else 
to offer and wanting to give a princely gift, he 
bowed low before the sacred book and offered his 
rosary. This beautiful string of pearls now forms 
the lower border of the gold umbrella -— by 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh. 


Also in the temple treasury are five gold 
spades set with precious stones. These spades 
were used by five community leaders when the 
pond was cleaned in 1923. 


Also there is the copy of the Guru Granth 
Sahib which was at Nankana Sahib when, during 
the Gurdwara Reform Movement, the Sikhs were 
attacked. It is marked with bullet holes and is 
installed in the Golden Temple once a year to 
celebrate that historical event. 


Among other gifts to the gurdwara is a sandal 
wood fan. It looks like the ordinary yak-tail fans 
used everywhere to fan the sacred book but instead 
of yak hairs, the hairlike threads are made of sandal 
wood. The donor, a Muslim fagir, made the fan 
himself after working 5 years and 7 months and 
using about 1120 lbs. of sandal wood. 


And so one could go on describing the 
offerings presented at the Golden Temple but the 
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most outstanding and impressive offering of all 3 is 
that of service. 


Sikhism is based on seva, service to 
humanity, and at the Golden Temple one sees this 
in actual practice. For the reconstruction of the 
pilgrims’ houses around the tank, huge stores of 
bricks have been piled outside the gate and each 
devotee as he enters the precincts carries as many 
bricks inside as he can so the labourers may have 
them at hand when they work. 


Silk-bedecked women and well dressed men 
serve their turns as sweepers or fan the multitudes 
who sit listening to the holy word. Others stop for 
a while on their round of the temple to serve 
water to thirsty pilgrims or to clean the drinking 
vessels as the pilgrims go on their way. 


But the langar is the greatest symbol of 
service. Carrying on Guru Nanak’s tradition of 
having worshippers eat together, each gurdwara 
has its kitchen where any worshipper may eat 
his meals whenever he is hungry. There is no 
limit to the amount he may eat, but there is a 
rule that he must eat all he takes on his plate, 
wasting nothing. 


In the huge kitchen, working with mammoth 
stacks of atta, women freely roll up their sleeves 
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and offer their services. As they work the flour 


into dough and roll the dough into chappattis, 
the men sit on high benches around the huge grill, 
turning the chapattis, seeing that they are cooked 
just right. In an immense cauldron — boils 
a mixture of grams or dal. 


Seated on long mats in the dining hall, 
shoulder to shoulder with his neighbour, be he 
king or sweeper, each person has his fill of the 


food. which is served hot and, by the grace of. 


the volunteered service, truly tastes like manna 
from heaven. 


The devoted temple guide, in explaining the 
reasons for keeping the langar, said, “You may 
give a man gold until you are impoverished and 
still he will want more. But you can give a man 
only so many chapattis and you know at some 
time or other he will have to say, ‘Bas, I have 
had enough.’”’ - 


There are more things to see and know about 
the Golden Temple than man can recall. Each 
inch of ground has its history and its importance. 
But it is the inner sanctuary of the temple that is 
the ambitious goal of every Sikh. There, enshrined 
beneath elaborately embroidered cloths and cano- 
pies, rests the Guru Granth Sahib, the book which 
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holds the sacred words of the Sikh Gurus and 
their contemporaries, the book held most sacred 
by all Sikhs. 


Constantly, except for a few hours in the 
dead of night, sacred scriptures are read from the 
book and at all hours faithful devotees sit grouped 
around the book or leaning from the balconies 
above, intent on every holy word. 


Surely there is no more satisfying experience 
in the life of a true Sikh than to sit in the moon- 
light on the banks of the holy Amritsar and watch 
the golden, molten image of the temple disinte- 
grate in the water. As the soft ripples waft torn 
bits of the gold to his feet, the evening breeze 
carries the golden word to his ears across the Waters 
of Life. 
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